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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Applicant's representative Mr. Barry D. Blount Reg. No. 35,069, on May 
11,2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Amend claim 1 as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A remote server management controller, comprising: 

an Input/Output processor (IOP) that is adapted to communicate with a managed 
server via a communication interface; 

a failsafe register that is adapted to receive an IOP reset request via the 
communication interface; 

a failsafe boot timer adapted to initiate a countdown when the failsafe register 
receives an IOP reset request; 

a plurality of registers associated with the IOP. the plurality of registers being 
adapted to be accessed bv the IOP and to be accessed via the communication 
interface, the plurality of registers being adapted to be placed in a locked condition in 
which access to the plurality of registers via the communication interface is prevented. 
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the plurality of registers being adapted to be placed in an unlocked condition in which 
access to the plurality of registers via the communication interface is permitted: 

wherein the IOP is adapted to be placed in a reset condition if the IOP does not 
clear the IOP reset request from the failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer 
before the countdown expires , and wherein the plurality of registers are placed in the 
unlocked condition if the IOP is placed in the reset condition : and 

a p l ura l ity of rog i stors assoc i ated with tho I OP, th e plura li ty of rog i stors be i ng 
adapted to bo access e d by tho I OP and to b e acc e ss e d v i a tho commun i cation 
i nterface, th e p l ural i ty of rogistors b e ing adapted to bo p l aced i n a locked condit i on i n 
wh i ch access to tho p l ural i ty of regist e rs v i a tho commun i cat i on interface i s prevented, 
tho p l ura l ity of rog i stors bo i ng adapted to bo placed i n an un l ocked cond i tion i n wh i ch 
access to tho plura l ity of reg i sters v i a tho commun i cat i on interface i s permitted, and 
where i n tho p l ural i ty of rogistors i s p l aced i n an un l ock e d cond i t i on i f tho IOP i s placed 
i n tho reset condition. 

wherein the IOP is adapted to be placed in an operational condition if the IOP 
does clear the IOP reset reouest from the failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot 
timer before the countdown expires, and wherein the plurality of registers are placed in 
the locked condition if the IOP is placed in the operational condition. 

Amend claim 10 as follows: 

10. (Currently amended) A managed server, comprising: 
a communication interface; 
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a device adapted to communicate via the communication interface; 

a remote server management controller, comprising: 

an Input/Output processor (IOP) that is adapted to communicate via the 
communication interface; 

a failsafe register that is adapted to receive an IOP reset request via the 
communication interface; 

a failsafe boot timer adapted to initiate a countdown when the failsafe register 
receives an IOP reset request; 

a plurality of registers associated with the IOP. the plurality of registers being 
adapted to be accessed by the IOP and to be accessed via the communication 
interface, the plurality of registers being adapted to be placed in a locked condition in 
which access to the plurality of registers via the communication interface is prevented. 
the plurality of registers being adapted to be placed in an unlocked condition in which 
access to the plurality of registers via the communication interface is permitted: 

wherein the IOP is adapted to be placed in a reset condition if the IOP does not 
clear the IOP reset request from the failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer 
before the countdown expires , and wherein the plurality of registers are placed in the 
unlocked condition if the IOP is placed in the reset condition : and 

a plura li ty of rog i stors assoc i atod w i th tho I OP, the p l ura li ty of rog i stors bo i ng 
adapted to bo accoscod by tho I OP and to bo accossod v i a tho commun i cat i on 
i nterface, tho plura l ity of rogistors boing adapt e d to bo p l aced in a l ocked cond i t i on in 
wh i ch accoso to tho p l ura li ty of rogiotorc via th e commun i cation intorfaco i s provontod, 



Application/Control Number: 10/037,680 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2155 

tho p l ura li ty of rog i stors be i ng adapted to bo p l acod in an un l ockod cond i t i on in wh i ch 
acooss to tho p l ura li ty of reg i sters v i a tho commun i cation interfac e is perm i tted, and 
wh e r ei n tho p l ura li ty of rog i stors is placod i n an un l ocked condit i on i f tho I OP i s p l aced 
in th e r e s e t cond i t i on. 

wherein the IOP is adapted to be placed in an operational condition if the IOP 
does clear the IOP reset request from the failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot 
timer before the countdown expires, and wherein the plurality of registers are placed in 
the locked condition if the IOP is placed in the operational condition. 

Amend claim 18 as follows: 
18. (Currently amended) A method of authorizing access to a register, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a reset request via a failsafe register; 

initiating a countdown of predetermined duration in response to the reset request; 

attempting to access a plurality of registers associated with an Input/Output 
processor (IOP) via a communication interface, the plurality of registers being adapted 
to be placed in a locked condition in which access to the plurality of registers via the 
communication interface is prevented, the plurality of registers being adapted to be 
placed in an unlocked condition in which access to the plurality of registers via the 
communication interface is permitted: 
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permitting access to the reg i ster placing the IOP in a reset condition and the 
plurality of registers in the unlocked condition if the reset request is not cleared and the 
countdown is net halted before expiration of the predetermined duration; and 

att e mpt i ng to acc e ss a p l ura li ty of r e g i st e rs assoc i ated w i th an I nput/Output 
proc e ssor ( I OP) v i a a commun i cat i on i nterfac e , the plura li ty of reg i sters b ei ng adapt e d 
to b e p l aced i n a lock e d cond i t i on i n wh i ch access to tho plura li ty of r e g i sters v i a tho 
commun i cat i on interface i s prevented, tho p l ura l ity of reg i sters be i ng adapt e d to bo 
p l aced i n an unlocked cond i tion i n wh i ch access to tho plura li ty of registers v i a tho 
commun i cation interface is perm i tted; and 

whoroin tho p l urality of registers boing p l ac e d in an unlock e d cond i tion i f tho I OP 
i s p l aced in th e resot cond i t i on. 

p lacing the IOP in an operational condition and the plurality of registers in the 
locked condition if the IOP does clear the IOP reset reguest from the failsafe register 
and disable the failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1 , 3-1 0, and 1 2-20 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
examiner has found that the prior art of record does not appear to teach or suggest or 
render obvious the claimed limitations in combination with the specific added limitations 
as recited in independent claims and subsequent dependent claims. The prior art of 
record fails to teach or suggest an apparatus and method for authorizing access to a 
plurality of registers wherein the plurality of registers associated with an Input/Output 
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processor (IOP) via a communication interface, the plurality of registers being placed in 
a locked condition and unlocked condition, wherein the plurality of registers are placed 
in the unlocked condition if the IOP is placed in a reset condition in which the IOP is 
adapted to be placed in the reset condition if the IOP does not clear the IOP reset 
request from a failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer before the countdown 
expires; the plurality of registers being placed in an lock condition in which access to 
plurality of registers is prevented if the IOP is placed in an operation condition wherein • 
the IOP is adapted to be placed in an operational condition if the IOP does clear the IOP 
reset request from the failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer before the 
countdown expires. Therefore these features are novel and also in conjunction with all 
other limitations in the claims. 



Additional references 

6. The examiner as of general interest cites the following references: 

A) Benson, IV et al., USPN 6,081 ,752. 

B) Lai et al., USPN 2005/0081084. 

C) Abbondanzio et al., USPN 2003/0188222. 

D) Benfield et al., USPN 2003/0009551. 

E) Ebsen et al., USPN 2003/0217310. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
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preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thu Ha Nguyen, whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3989. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 
AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Najjar Saleh, can be reached at (571) 272-4006. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.aov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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